Modern Studies

Democracy in Scotland and the UK

National 5: Scotland
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        Democracy in the UK

What is a Democracy?
In a democracy the people have the right to participate in the decision-making for the country. In a democracy such as the UK, citizens can participate freely through voting to elect their political representatives, usually from a list of candidates representing political parties such as Labour, Conservative, Liberal Democrat and, in Scotland, the Scottish National Party (SNP). We also have the right to free speech, to join pressure groups and trade unions and to criticise the government. 

We expect our newspapers and television (mass media) to provide us with information and informed opinion to enable us to make up our minds who we will vote for at an election. We may take these rights for granted, but in many countries people live in a dictatorship. 
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The Branches of Government and the Monarchy

The Government of the UK, like many democracies, divides the powers of government among different “branches” so that no one branch has too much power. This is known as the separation of powers. Similar to the USA, The UK Government is split into three sections:

· Legislative Power – The House of Commons and the House of Lords have the power to make new laws or change existing ones.

· Executive Power – The Prime Minister and the Cabinet make decisions for the day-to-day running of the country.

·    Judicial Power – The Supreme Court and the courts system make sure the laws are upheld and enforced. [image: image3.png]POWER TO MAKE
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The UK Parliament
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The UK Parliament is made up of two “chambers” or houses: the House of Commons and the House of Lords. 

The House of Commons is the elected chamber, and the key features are as follows:

· 650 MPs                          [image: image6.jpg]



· Each MP represents a single constituency

· The MPs are elected using a First-Past-The-Post voting system

· It is responsible for the Legislative Function of Government

· It scrutinises (examines) the government of the day.

The House of Lords is not elected. It is made up of two categories of lords:

· Lords “spiritual” are members because of posts they hold in the Church of England

· Lords “temporal” are either “life” peers (another name for lords) whose title dies with them, or they are “hereditary” peers who have inherited their titles
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The House of Lords can introduce new bills and can review and change bills sent to it from the Commons, although the House of Commons has the final say.

The UK Government
The executive function of government is carried out in the UK by the Prime Minister and the Cabinet. After a general election, the political party that has the most MPs (a majority) usually forms the government. Currently, the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats have a coalition government as neither party could win a majority at the election. 
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David Cameron (Prime Minister, Conservatives) & Nick Clegg (Deputy Prime Minister, Liberal Democrats)
The Judiciary (The Courts System)
In the UK, the courts are responsible for making sure that the laws are enforced and for punishing lawbreakers. There is not a single system for the whole of the UK, as the courts systems are different in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, but in each case there will be different levels of courts from the local level to the national level.

Constitutional Monarchy
The UK is often described as a “constitutional monarchy”. This means that the monarch (currently Queen Elizabeth II) is the head of state and the government of the country is carried out “on behalf” of the monarch by the various parts of the devolved Government of the UK. 
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How important is the monarch?

· The role is now largely ceremonial

· “royal prerogatives” such as awarding honours or signing treaties are decided by the government.

· The monarch can act as a focus of national unity, such as during wars

· The monarch represents the UK on ceremonial occasions and state visits
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Rights and Responsibilities
As citizens of a democratic country we have many guaranteed rights such as the right to vote and a free media not controlled by the government. However, with each right comes a responsibility as we can see in the table below. 
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It is important that we exercise our right to participate in a democracy. Participation involves more than voting. People are participating whenever they try to influence things around them, e.g. in their workplace, in their local community, in the nation as a whole or even in European and international affairs. 

There are 5 main ways that people in the UK can actively participate in a democracy.

1. VOTING – Choosing between different candidates, usually from different political parties, to represent an area or group of people.

2. JOINING AND BEING ACTIVE IN ORGANISATIONS: Becoming a member of an organisation such as a trade union, a political party or a pressure group. 

3. TAKING DIRECT ACTION- Action taken to directly influence decisions on a particular issue. Includes activities such as protests, demonstrations, picketing, petitioning, striking or organising campaigns.
4. LOBBYING ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES- Trying to influence the decisions of elected “representatives” by lobbying them. Individuals or groups of people arrange meetings with their representatives to try to persuade them to do something or, indeed, stop doing something.

5. USING THE MEDIA – This might include using social media such as Facebook and Twitter or getting publicity in newspapers and on television.
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Activity: Take the heading “Participating in a Representative Democracy” and answer the following questions in your jotter:
1. What is meant by the term “democracy”?
2. What rights do we have as citizens of a democratic country?

3. Name 4 political parties we can vote for in Scotland. 

4. Describe the difference between a democracy and a dictatorship.

5. Name 1 country that is a democracy and 1 country that is a dictatorship.

6. Describe 1 right we have as citizens of the UK and what responsibility we have alongside this right.

7. Describe, in detail, the 5 main ways that we can participate in a democracy.

8. Which two methods of participating do you think are the most effective? Give reasons for your choices. 

Representation
In a democracy we elect people to speak on our behalf, this is called representation. Many different people can be ‘representatives’ such as local councillors, MSPs, MPs, MEPs, or Trade Union representatives. You may even be a representative yourself! If you are a member of a pupil council then you represent other people by speaking on their behalf, i.e. your class. Members of the Scottish Parliament are our elected representatives and they represent our views when making new laws for Scotland.
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MSP’s can represent us in Parliament and discuss our views. 

A member of the Scottish Parliament (MSP) will represent his or her constituents in 2 ways:

· In the Constituency 
· In the Parliament
	Constituency Work
	Parliamentary Work

	Surgeries: Usually scheduled once a week, an MSP will visit various areas within their constituency or region for an open advice clinic, known as a surgery. Constituents can drop in to the surgery to express concerns that they have directly to their MSP. These can be local or national concerns. 
	Debating: Every MSP will participate in some debates. This gives MSPs the chance to put forward the views of their constituents. For example, If there are plans to reduce the number of nurses in the Scottish NHS, this may directly affect some constituencies with hospitals, eg Edinburgh Royal Infirmary.

	Attending Meetings: MSPs will attend a huge number of meetings when they are in their constituencies. For example, he or she may meet local charities to listen to their views on current government policy.
	Voting on New Laws: Every MSP has to vote on whether they agree or disagree with each proposed new law, known as a Bill. For example, they could vote for or against a proposal to lower the voting age to 16.

	Local Media: In order to keep a good profile within their constituency or region MSPs will often appear in local newspapers or on TV/Radio. Often, MSPs will raise awareness of local issues or highlight local charities using the media and communicate their thoughts about these.

	Question Time (FMQT): Every government department will have a “question time” within parliament where MSPs get the chance to question the government directly. At First Ministers Question Time (FMQT), an MSP could have the chance to challenge the FM directly about government decisions and express his/her constituents concerns. 

	Visits and Social Events: An MSP is often regarded as a high profile guest for many different organisations and as a result MSPs will spend a large proportion of their time attending various events, for example the opening of a new business or a school’s awards ceremony.
	Committee Work: MSPs can become members of a committee. This gives them an opportunity to look at a specific issue in depth. Eg, If an MSP is interested in educational issues they could sit on the Education and Culture Committee, perhaps looking at the impact of Curriculum for Excellence and whether or not it is working!

	Local Party Meetings: MSPs will meet occasionally with local party members to discuss issues that concern the party as a whole. The MSP will then pass this information on to the party’s leadership. 
	Written Answers: An MSP can submit a written question to the government and receive a reply. He/she could then relay this to a concerned constituent.

	Constituents Letters, Emails and Social Media: MSPs receive a large volume of letters and emails from constituents and local groups on local and national issues. In order to manage this, MSPs will have a constituency office and employ a number of staff. Increasingly, MSPs also use social media such as Twitter and Facebook to communicate with constituents and hear their views. 
	Members Bills: MSPs also have the chance to submit their own ideas for new laws. Every year they can submit up to two of their own bills. If they pass through parliament they can become new laws. Margo MacDonald MSP submitted her own Assisted Suicide Bill; however, this has not been successfully passed through the Scottish parliament. 


The Devolved Governments of the UK [image: image15.jpg]



In the UK we have a devolved system of government, meaning that certain powers have been transferred from the UK Parliament to other decision-making bodies in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. These transferred powers are called devolved powers, and those that are kept by the UK Parliament are called reserved powers. 

What power does the Scottish parliament have?
	Devolved Powers (Decisions made in Scotland, for Scotland)
	Reserved Powers (Decisions made in UK Parliament, for Scotland)

	Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
	Benefits and Social Security ie Pension

	Education
	Immigration

	Environment
	Defence

	Health 
	Foreign Policy

	Housing
	Employment

	Law and Order (including the licensing of air weapons)
	Broadcasting

	Local Government ie Councils
	Trade and Industry

	Sport and the arts
	Data Protection

	Tourism and Economic Development
	Consumer Rights

	Transport (including drink-driving and speed limits)
	Nuclear Energy, Oil, Coal, Gas and Electricity

	Social Services
	The Constitution


Look at these examples and see if you can decide which devolved or reserved power they link to (these will add to the examples you already have to strengthen your KU answers):

· Building new schools

· Free prescriptions

· Building a new theme park in Scotland to attract more tourists

· Increasing child benefit

· Building new weapons for the army

· Building new prisons

· Negotiating a trade deal with America

· Deciding whether to allow more immigrants into the UK from Canada

· Making changes to the amount of hours an employer can ask an employee to work per week

Are you able to answer these questions? 

1. Explain how separation of powers works in the UK.

2. Describe how the two chambers of the UK Parliament are made up.

3. What evidence is there that the monarch has no real power today?

4. What is meant by devolution?

5. How does the UK system of government compare to The US system?

6. Name the different types of lords in the House of Lords and describe how they are different. 

How are Decisions Made in the UK?
There are 2 ways to make decisions in the UK: Direct Democracy and Representative Democracy.
Direct Democracy
In ancient Greece, the birthplace of democracy, the male citizens of Athens voted on all decisions of government (direct democracy). Obviously, this would not work in the modern world as it would be impossible for every UK citizen, or every Scottish citizen, to meet and express their individual points of view as there are over 63 million people currently living in the UK and not everyone is interested in politics. The nearest action to direct democracy is when the government asks the people to make a decision in what is called a referendum. 
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Activity: In your jotter, describe in your own words the pros and cons of direct democracy. 
Representative Democracy

We participate by electing individuals to represent our views, and these representatives take decisions on our behalf. If we do not approve of their actions we simply vote for a different representative, who is called a candidate, at the next election. Our preferred candidate may not be elected but we must accept the majority decision. We can vote for local councillors, MSP’s, MPs and MEP’s to represent us. 
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Activity: Take the heading “Representation” and answer the following questions in your jotter: 
1. Explain why direct democracy is not possible in today’s world. 

2. What is a representative?

3. What is a referendum? Give 3 examples.

Develop your enquiry skills – 
1. “The British people clearly support the use of referenda and this is reflected in the high turnout” (Rachel McLaren) 

Using table 1.3, explain why Rachel could be accused of exaggeration. 

2. “There is no need for people to have representatives. We should be trusted to be able to make decisions for ourselves.” – Morgan Stewart

Provide 3 pieces of information to oppose the view of Morgan Stewart.
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Who can vote in Scotland?

In Scotland, people have the right to vote.  However not everyone is entitled to vote. 

	Entitled To Vote
	Not Entitled To Vote



	· You must be over 18 

· You must be a British citizen 

· You must be on the electoral roll (registered list of voters in an area)


	· Members of the Royal Family 

· Members of the House of Lords 

· Those certified insane  
· Prisoners

· Under 18 year olds.


Why people Should Use Their Right To Vote in Scotland?
In democracies like the UK, we have learned that people have rights and responsibilities.  We have learned that the right to vote, comes with the responsibility to use our vote sensibly, and actually turn out and vote.  However, at every election lots of people do not vote.  They decide not to vote for a variety of reasons:
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	REASONS TO NOT VOTE
Dislike politics – Find it really boring and refuse to pay any attention to it.
Transport Problems – Polling station may be far away and due to transport timetables/no car you might be unable to get to a station to vote.

Work or child care issues – Unable to take children with you to station or can’t attend due to shift at work.
Apathy – Voter apathy is when a person has no interest in voting or the political process in general. They may feel that their vote will make no difference so there is no point in participating
Parties are the same – Some feel there is no difference in policy between the parties so voting for one over another is pointless




	Why Vote?


	Explanation

	Voting is a right, or a freedom, that people have in a democracy like the Scotland. 

	[image: image36.emf] 


You have a responsibility to vote because many people, such as the suffragettes, fought long and hard so that people today would have this right. People have died across the world fighting for this right.  For example, less than 100 years ago in the UK people were killed during their struggles to get the vote for women. Emily Davidson gave up her life by throwing herself in front of the King’s horse at the Derby. In South Africa, Black people did not get the vote till the end of apartheid in 1994. 

	If we do not vote we cannot complain.
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Voting is an important right that people have in a democracy.  

Rights have responsibilities attached, so people have a responsibility to turnout and vote. Many people complain about politicians not listening to the public. If we do not bother to vote our voice will not be heard by our elected representatives in the first place.
Voting lets the Government know what the people think and want. For example, people who were against nuclear weapons might vote SNP. It also allows people to complain about cuts and price increases for fuel etc.



	If people don’t vote their right could be taken away.

	Today, many people across the world are still denied the right to vote.
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	Voting lets people have a say in how the country is run. 

	If people do not vote, then the government will not know what they want.  People can choose MSPs and Councillors who will represent their wishes on how they want Scotland to be run. For example, if a voter has strong environmental views on protecting community spaces they might vote for the Green party as the Scottish Greens state in their manifesto that “We will make councils agree to have green play spaces that are accessible to all children and young people”. This could be an important issue for the environmentally conscious or those with young children.



	The fewer people choosing to exercise their vote, the less well representative democracy works. 


	The less people vote the more likely we are to get an extremist, unpopular party in power who could threaten the democratic processes we use.

Low voter turnout is also seen as a sign of disengagement with politics (voter apathy). Turnout has fallen drastically since the early 1990s.  Between 1999 and 2007, turnout at the Scottish parliament Elections fell by almost 7%. 



	Allows us to hold our representatives to account i.e. have a crucial say in whether they are doing a good job
	If representatives do not do what voters want, voters can elect someone else the next time. For example, nine Labour MSPs who had held constituency seats since 1999 have lost them to the SNP in the 2011 election. In the west of Scotland, former ministers Andy Kerr, Frank McAveety and Tom McCabe lost their seats. Pauline McNeill, Karen Whitefield and Karen Gillon were all beaten by the nationalists, as were Cathie Craigie and Irene Oldfather. In the east, Labour's Sarah Boyack lost her seat to the SNP's Marco Biagi.
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How can we get more people to vote?

Young voters are not turning out to vote, but they do participate in politics in other ways, for example protests about the increase and introduction of tuition fees.  This shows that young voters are not apathetic (don’t really care), rather they are alienated from traditional politics in the UK.  In other words, they have little faith, trust or confidence in politicians and political parties. 
Elected Representatives

	Representative
	Description

	Local 

Councillors


	Councillors are local representatives who are elected to represent an area called a ward.  Councils deal with local issues like housing, education and roads. St Maurice’s is the ward Cumbernauld North. This area is represented by Bob Chadha  (Labour), Barry McCulloch (Labour), Alan Masterson(SNP) and Alan O’Biren (Independent).
WE WILL FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THIS TOPIC LATER.  



	Member of Parliament (MP)


	MPs are national representatives who are elected to 

represent a constituency.  They also represent their party in the House of Commons in London. 

This is Greg McClymont our local MP for Cumbernauld, Kilsyth and Kirkintilloch East. He is a member of the Labour Party.
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	Member of the Scottish Parliament (MSP)


	MSPs are national representatives who are elected 

to represent a Scottish constituency or region. They also represent their party in Holyrood (the Scottish Parliament) in Edinburgh.

This is Jamie Hepburn our local MSP for Cumbernauld and Kilsyth. He is member of the SNP.
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Challenges faced by MSPs
Most candidates put forward, are selected by the major political parties, giving them a greater chance of success.  This is because the party will be able to fund (give money for) the election campaign which may give them an advantage over smaller parties and Independents.  
Candidates do not have to stand for political parties, but can also stand as independents.  This means they are not official members of a political party and will not have the same level of financial backing at election time.  However, they can be sponsored by a newspaper or organisation. It is harder to get elected as an independent candidate.  Currently Margo McDonald is a successful independent MSP.  She is quite a well known figure in the Scottish Parliament because she has tried to pass legislation on the issue of ‘euthanasia’ which would give people the right to chose when they wanted to die.
In our local areas, or constituencies, of Cumbernauld, Kilsyth and Kirkintilloch East, we have a great many representatives.  Although most representatives are from major political parties, the people we elect are supposed to represent their constituents and not the party.  This can be a difficult balancing act if an MSP wants to become successful within their party as voting against their party's views may mean their chances of moving up the ladder can be ended.  On the other hand, not representing their constituents can mean they are voted out.  For example, if their party leader wanted a local hospital to be closed, but the constituents were against the idea, the MP or MSP would have a decision to make!  This means there are 'conflicting demands' on an MSP.  Here are examples of the pressures they may face.

	Pressure
	Description



	Constituents
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	The people who live in the area. They vote for the elected representative during an election. They may want a school to remain open in an area e.g. St Francis of Assisi Primary School.
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Political Party


	The policies of the political party might be against what the people want in the constituency.  The party may want to close schools to save money.  This has happened recently in many parts of Scotland.  MPs and MSPs may feel caught in the middle.  
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Conscience


	The MP/MSP may have certain religious and/or moral beliefs, which might not allow them to vote for or support certain issues eg. issues to do with abortion, capital punishment or assisted suicide.
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	These groups will often contact elected representatives such as MPs/MSPs to persuade them to support their cause.  For example, Greenpeace may want an MP/MSP to argue the case for reducing pollution or increasing use of sustainable fuels.  




Study Task<
3. What two ways are there to put yourself forward to be an MSP?

4. Explain, in detail, the type of problems representatives can have when trying to represent their constituents, if they are also a member of a political party?  (Use the table to do this and implement PADRE)

Problems with Representation in the Scottish Parliament
Not all groups in society are fairly represented in the Scottish Parliament i.e. number of MSPs elected is in proportion to the number of people in that group.  For example, women make up approximately half of the population in Scotland but they do not make up half the number of MSPs in the Scottish Parliament.
	Women
	Ethnic Minorities

	1. Political parties might not select female candidates due to sexist views.

2. Voters might be sexist and not vote for female candidates. 

3. Aggressive male atmosphere of politics might put women off. 

4. Family reasons include: 

· working in Edinburgh and hours of work.

· women still seen as the main carers.

· time off to look after kids can create problems.  

But

· Scottish Parliament 

· works to fixed hours (about 9-5).

· have holidays similar to school ones.

· located in a central area of Edinburgh making it easy to get to. 

· PR used to elect MSPs. 

· There are many high ranking female MSPs (eg. Nicola Sturgeon, the Depute First Minister).
	1. Political parties might not select ethnic minority candidates due to racism. 

2. Voters might be racist and not vote for ethnic candidates. 

3. Language barriers – many older members of ethnic minorities don’t speak fluent English. 

4. Few role models.  There is no one to look up to in politics.  

But

· Labour Party and Conservative Party have ethnic minority MPs.

· High ranking ethnic minority MP Lady Warsi (the first Muslim woman to have a cabinet post) sits in the Cabinet.

· Asians do better educationally than whites.




Why do you think that women and ethnic minorities are under-represented?

Study Task

1. Why are women and ethnic minorities under-represented in Parliament?

2. What has the Scottish Parliament done to improve the representation of women and ethnic minorities?

3. Has the Scottish Parliament been successful in helping both groups?  Explain your answer.
How Does the Scottish Parliament Create Laws?

The Scottish Parliament can make laws on devolved issues for example the Scottish Government have passed a bill to put a minimum price on alcohol, as this will improve health.  Health is a devolved matter.  Proposals for new laws are introduced into parliament as bills.  
There are four types of bills to ensure a variety to people can attempt to introduce new laws in Scotland.  This key as the Scottish Parliament aims to be open, fair and accessible.  Below are the four different types: 
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Public Petitions

The public can also use public petitions to try and influence a bill.  This involves a person or a group making a petition and getting as many people to sign it as possible.  The more signatures a petition gets the more likely it is to be considered by the ‘Public Petitions Committee.  This committee decide on what action should be taken.  An example of a successful petition is in the case of Ryan McLaughlin, a fifteen year old school boy from Drumchapel, who wanted to raise awareness about the need for pregnant women to take vitamin D.  
His mother suffers from multiple sclerosis and lack of vitamin D has been flagged as a cause.  Ryan managed to get the public petitions committee to take his petition forward to the Scottish Government, who have acted on his concerns. 
www.scottish.parliament.uk/gettinginvolved/petitions/
This webpage will show your current petitions that are being viewed by the committee.  You can also start your own on there.

Study Task 

1. Copy out the four different types of bills.  Give examples of each type.

2. What is the purpose of a petition?

3. What is the ‘Public Petitions Committee’?
How Does a Bill become Law?
The Scottish Parliament must ensure that all bills are scrutinised and discussed thoroughly before they become law.  This is important because the process has to be open and fair.  This allows for the finer detail of a bill to be scrutinised, amendments to be made if necessary and for the bill to be voted on in Parliament.  If the bill is passed it then receives Royal Assent.  This is when the Queen gives the bill her approval.  
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Study Task

1. Create a diagram in your jotter showing the different stages a bill goes through before it becomes law.

2. What bill is shown in the case study?

3. What type of bill is this?  What does this mean?

4. Who proposed the bill?

5. What will this bill do?

6. Was this bill successful? How do you know this?

Participation

Participation is about taking part in how the country is run by the Government (those in power).  Elections are where we get to choose our representatives.  It is important that people take part so that those in power are democratically elected.  You can take part in both politics and elections.  It is important to remember that politics isn’t just about elections, people are entitled to have a voice/say outwith elections.  
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Election Campaigning – In A Constituency

	Method
	Description
	Why is it a ‘good’ method?



	Leaflets and Posters

[image: image72.png]



	Leaflets handed out - posters put up in busy places - giving a candidate’s name, party and main policies.  Policies are the beliefs of the party, for example, the SNP believe Scotland should be independent.
	People may agree with the policies and get to know the name of the candidate.

	Canvassing[image: image73.png]BMA




	A candidate, or volunteer, will go door-to-door. This allows people to meet the candidate and talk to him/her directly.
	People may like the candidate, and will have the opportunity to ask questions and agree with the candidate’s views.  It is also good as it allows people to put a face to a name.

	Offering the elderly to vote

[image: image20.wmf]
	Many party workers will collect people, like the elderly, who cannot get the polling station on Election Day and drive them there and back.  
	This means that more people will turn out to vote and hopefully support the party.  
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Loudspeaker Cars/Vans


	These tour constituencies near election day giving the name of the party and the candidate and reminding people to turn up and vote.
	People may decide to vote at the last minute.  This  reminds people of the name of the party and the  candidate.

	[image: image21.wmf]
Media
	Work with the media.  For example interviews with local newspapers and nationally candidates or even members of the party may appear on TV shows, like Newsnight
	Many candidates have public debates via the media, it is hoped that these debates will show the electorate the candidate has the best intentions for their constituency.  


Election Campaigning – Nationally (The Whole Country)
	Method
	Description
	Why is it a ‘good’ method?



	Manifesto


	Each party publishes a document called a manifesto which gives details of their policies (what they intend to do if they win the election).  A party manifesto can usually be viewed on the Internet.


	Voters may decide to vote for a party if they agree with its policies. You can also compare the policies of different parties. 

	Party Political Broadcasts


	Each TV channel sets aside time for party political broadcasts - parties make the programmes and decide on the content.  These are broadcast at peak viewing time, like dinner time.
	Parties can put their policies across to lots of people. 

	Media Coverage

	Election is reported on TV and in newspapers – 

· TV has to be neutral, it cannot give one party more coverage than another.  Elections are reported on the news, current affairs programmes (eg. Panorama, Question Time), debates (eg. Election Specials). 

· Newspapers can be biased, they can show support for just one party.  Sometimes newspapers change their support, for example in 2010 The Sun changed to support the Tories instead of Labour in the General Eelction.  This is called press deliniation. 


Voting Systems
First Past the Post   [image: image75.jpg]



[image: image76.emf]Scottish people have to elect different representatives, such as their MPs or MSPs.  In order to do this they have to use different voting systems.  In the General election the parties use a system called First Past the Post (FPTP).  This system First Past the Post is the name given to the British Electoral System.  Its real name is the Simple Majority System.  In the UK there are 650 constituencies which all elect 1 MP, which means there are 650 MPs in the UK.  You vote by choosing a candidate from a ballot paper and placing an X next to the candidate.  
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· Easy to understand - simply put an X next to candidate. The candidate with most votes in a constituency wins.

· Generally produces quick results, which are know the next day.  However, this did not happen in 2010, as a Coalition was formed between the Conservatives and Liberal Democracts 

· Usually produces a clear winner. This is likely to create a strong Government.  This did not happen in 2010.
· There is a direct link between the elected representative and the constituent.  You know who represents you.
· In 2011 there was a referendum to ask the voters if they wanted to change from FPTP to a system called AV.  Over- whelmingly the public voted NO.  This shows FPTP is popular.

	· Wishes of voters not represented.
· In most constituencies the winning candidate gets less than ½ of the total votes.
· The party forming the Government usually gets less than ½ of the total votes in the country.
· Parties not fairly represented.
· Usually smaller parties like the Liberal Democrats get a lot of votes but few seats (% votes greater than % seats).  However, in 2010 they formed a coalition Government with the Conservatives.  
· Larger parties like Labour and Conservative get a greater % of seats than votes (% votes less than % seats).


Proportional Representation (PR)
The Scottish Parliament does not use the same electoral system as the House of Commons.
Proportional Representation (PR) is the name given to a group of electoral systems.  It just means that the number of votes you get is more clearly linked to the number of seats you win.  

Many people think that this is much more fair than First Past the Post.  For example, the Liberal Democrats would benefit because with PR there are prizes for 2nd place!!  In other words if a political party received 40% of the votes they would get about 40% of the seats.
Proportional Representation (PR) is just another way of voting.  However PR is the bigger picture within this system there are different forms of PR.   There is Party List, Addditional Memebers System and STV.   

Additional Member System (AMS)


The voting system in Scotland is called the Additional Member System (AMS).  It combines First Past the Post and the Party List system (a form of Proportional Representation).  The Scottish Parliament elects 129 MSPs.  
Each voter is given two ballot sheets.  A purple ballot which uses FPTP to elect the Constituency MSP and a peach ballot to elect the Regional MSPS.
There are 73 constituency link MSPs and 56 regional MSPs.  The electorate has two votes.  One vote determines the 56 regional list MSPs.  Here people are given the choice of different parties to vote for.  The party puts their best candidates at the top of the list and their least experienced at the bottom.  Each of the 8 Scottish regions elects 7 MSPs.  These representatives are called Regional or List MSPs.

The other vote determines the 73 link MSPs.  You are given the choice of different candidates to vote for, the person with the most votes wins and becomes the MSP.  They are elected under FPP.  They are called constituency MSPs and are our link.  In other words, they are the ones we will contact most often.

	Advantages
	Disadvantages



	· It gives a fairer result as the seats gained are more in line with the % of votes cast. 

· More women/ethnic minorities are elected as parties put forward the list of candidates.

· Improves co-operation because the Government will have to gain support from other political parties, especially when it is a coalition/minority.

· Voters are given more choice as they have 2 votes and can vote for individuals in different parties.


	· Confusion between List MSPs and  constituency MSPs.

· More difficult to understand than FPTP. In 2007 140, 000 votes were wasted when people got confused.
· Regional vote puts too much power in the hands of political parties, they can put their preferred candidates at the top of their list.

· Extreme parties may get elected eg. BNP because the % of votes = % of seats.




Study Task
1. In your own words, describe AMS.

2. Which party do you think would benefit most from AMS being used in the House of Commons?
2011 Scottish Parliament Election Results


These results are quite different from previous Scottish elections and perhaps don’t clearly illustrate that there are prizes for second place in the Scottish Parliament because of the electoral system.  For example, between 1999 and 2007 there were power sharing administrations (coalitions) between Labour and the Liberal Democrats.  

The SNP won the 2011 election and managed to make significant gains on their performance in 2007, increasing from 47 to 69 MSPs.  This was largely at the expense of Labour and the Liberal Democrats.   In the previous election in 2007 (see table below) SNP only narrowly won and decided to form a minority Government, now they have a majority.   
2007 Scottish Parliament Election Result

	Party
	Constituency Seats
	Regional Seats
	Total

	Labour
	37
	9
	46

	SNP
	21
	26
	47

	Liberal Democrats
	11
	5
	16

	Conservative
	4
	13
	17

	Green Party
	0
	2
	2

	SSP 
	0
	0
	0

	Independent
	0
	1
	1


2007 was also the year that 140,000 votes were wasted.  This made the marginal SNP victory less convincing.  The reason for so many votes being wasted is because for the first time two elections were held on the same day; the Scottish elections and local elections.  This was to increase turnout for local elections as it is usually very low.  The issue is that the local elections introduced a different form of PR called STV and this system is difficult to understand as voters need to use numbers instead of an X to vote.  Additionally the ballot paper for AMS was combined to half purple and half peach, instead of two separate papers.  This confused people.  Moreover this was the first time counting machines had been used to count up the votes and there were some technical hitches with this.  All in it was very embarrassing and bad for democracy.  Never again will two elections using two different systems be held on the same day.

AMS is much fairer to women, we know this because in the Scottish Parliament they account for 45 MSPs (34.8%).  This is far better than female representation in the House of Commons.  However, ethnic minorities have not been so successful.  Currently there are only two ethnic minority MSPs (1.6%) and pre 2007 there were none.  

One problem, however, is that electoral turnout was low in 2011 at around 50%.  This shows voter apathy.
Study Task
1. Copy the 2011 election results.  

2. Make comments on who is in Government.  What type of government they have and why this is unusual.   Compare the results to the 2007 election to show who were the winners and the losers.

3. What happened in 2007 which might suggest that voters do not always understand AMS?

4. Give at least 3 reasons why there was so many wasted votes in 2007?

5. Is AMS fairer to women and ethnic minorities?  Explain your answer.

6. What is voter apathy?

Local Council Elections - STV Voting System
Local government elections in Scotland use a system of election known as the single transferable vote (STV).  This system was first used in council elections in 2007 after the Liberal Democrats insisted on this as a term of joining a coalition with Labour.  

An example of a STV ballot sheet.

	Candidate
	Party
	vote

	A Graham
	SNP
	

	B Dunn
	SNP
	

	M Canning
	Labour
	

	C McPherson
	Labour
	

	L Moreland
	Conservative
	

	C Coyle
	Conservative
	

	J Gallacher 
	Liberal Democrat
	

	E Leech
	Liberal Democrat
	


This system works with voters marking a number 1 next to their favourite candidate.  They can then number the other candidates in preference from 2 onwards.   

It is a complicated system of election that creates much larger constituencies.  A quota of votes is set and for any candidate to win a seat they must receive this number of votes, for example a candidate has to receive 100 votes to gain a seat in the council.  When they get to the quota their remaining votes are redistributed to the remaining candidates who have not reached the quota yet, until all the seats are filled.  

This means the candidates who reached the quota figure are no longer receiving votes so voters who ranked them number 1, then have their vote counted from their other preference i.e. their second choice will get their vote. This is why Parties sometimes have lots of candidates on the ballot paper in the hope their Party will win lots of seats   

No votes are wasted using this system because people’s preferences are taken into account until all seats are filled.   

	Advantages
	Disadvantages



	· The least amount of votes are wasted than any other system because people put preferences. 

· The results are more proportional unlike FPTP when a party can win power with more voting against them.

· Improves co-operation because the Government will have to gain support from other political parties, especially when it is a coalition/minority.

· Voters can chose between candidates within one party.

	· More difficult to understand than FPTP. In 2007 140, 000 votes were wasted when people got confused, as they are not use to using numbers.
· Coalitions can cause fall outs and sometimes the party that came third or fourth can end up in power which is not what the voters voted for.
· Accountability of councillors are limited as many councillors blame other parties in such a large constituency.



Local Government
Local government are often over shadowed by national politics in Scotland.  However, local government is extremely important as often local issues tend to be the most important to the vast majority of people.  It is local councils who run our schools and decide how much funding each school will get.  This has an impact, not only on the amount of ICT that is available or the amount of sports equipment available in PE, but also, if the school will get new windows or even get painted.  It is the job of councils to collect refuse (bins) and to pick up recycling.  
Below is a table of some the services the council is in charge of.  
	Council Services

	Schools 

	Refuse collection         

	Leisure Services

	Social work

	Housing

	Roads and transport

	Libraries 


Clearly Councils have a lot of responsibilities.  Due to this local councils need elected representatives known  as councillors.  Depending on the size of the population of an area, a certain number of councillors  are  elected by the voters.  Following the 2012 Local elections, Labour and the SNP run the council in Dumfries & Galloway.  This is because they managed to secure 25 seats together out of a possible 47 giving them a majority as a coalition.
The Council is led by an Administration formed by The Scottish Labour Group and Scottish National Party. 

Dumfries and Galloway Council has 47 Councillors. Since the May 2012 elections, the Council has five political groups:

· The Independent Group (5) 

· Dumfries and Galloway Conservative and Unionist Council Group (8) 

· Dumfries and Galloway Council Independent Conservative and Unionists' Group (6) 

· The Scottish Labour Group (15) 

· Non Aligned Group (2) 

· Scottish National Party (SNP) (10)

The services that councils provide are either mandatory or discretionary.  Mandatory services are services that the council must provide by law, whereas, discretionary services are provided by the councils own choice.

	Mandatory Services
	Discretionary Services

	Education
	Leisure Facilities

	Social work
	Parks and Recreation

	Housing
	Community centres

	Environmental services
	Gala Days


Discretionary services can be controversial, as offering these services eats into the council’s budget.  For example every year Renfrewshire Council organise a Christmas concert and in 2011 paid £15,000 to Stacy Solomon (Xfactor pop star and presenter) to switch on the Christmas lights.  Many people were not happy with this especially as councils are cutting back on school budgets and in some areas closing local schools.  What do you think about this?  Can you think of examples of discretionary services in Dumfries?

Study Task 

1. What are the responsibilities of local government?
2. Why are these responsibilities so important?
3. What is a councillor?
4. Who is in power in Dumfries and Galloway Council? (give number of seats)
5. What is the difference between mandatory and discretionary services?
6. Give an example of a discretionary power being used by a council?


          Case Study – Dumfries & Galloway Council
Dumfries and Galloway is the third largest region in Scotland. It covers 2,380 square miles and has an estimated population of 148,060 - that's around 60 people a square mile compared with the Scottish average of 168. 

People live mainly in small communities of 4,000 or less or in the countryside. The biggest town is Dumfries with an estimated population of 31,630, followed by Stranraer with an estimated population of 10,290 and Annan with 8,430 people.









Study Task
Describe at least 3 services that Dumfries and Galloway Council provide
How is Local Government Funded?

 Local Government provides a vast range of services and employs thousands of people.  Think about the total cost of running schools and all the services as well as the wages of all staff, it adds up to a massive amount.  Yet your parents are not directly charged for sending you to school, so council services may seem ‘free of charge’ but they do have to be paid for.  

Local Government receive by far the biggest share of its income from the Scottish Government (80%) through a grant called the Aggregate External Finance.  When the Scottish Government receives its finance from the UK Government a decision is made about how much will be given to local government.  Not all 32 councils receive the same amount as some council areas have a much larger populations and therefore will receive more, like Glasgow.  

Another means of income for local government is council tax.  Each council in Scotland charges a yearly tax on properties in their area.  This varies depending on the type of house the person lives in, with those living in small flats paying less than someone who lives in a four bedroom house.  If a person lives alone they will also get a 25% discount. 

Council tax is based on property ‘valuation bands’ that range from A to H.  Band A is used for cheaper properties and requires the person to pay less council tax, while band H is the highest band used for the most expensive properties.

As well as council tax, councils also charge people for sewage and water.  This again is an annual payment and is based on the value of the property.

Councils also raise funds by charging people to use their facilities and services.  Rental from council homes is the biggest source of income from charges.  Money is made when people use the swimming or gym.  You will have most likely paid this type of charge and contributed money to your council.  

Study Task

1. Why would it be incorrect to describe council services as ‘free of charge’?

2. What percentage of local government funding comes from central government?

3. Describe how the council gets funds from the Scottish Government

4. What is council tax?

5. Describe why some people more council tax than others?

6. What can councils charge people for?

7. Give an example of when you have paid to use a local council service?
How A Local Councillor Represents (Helps) Constituents

	Method
	Description



	Meetings


	A councillor will go to committee meetings to discuss concerns (e.g. attend the education committee about a proposed school closure) and attend full council meetings. 



	Media 


	Local councillors could contact the media focusing their attention on local issues.  For example, they may contact the Dumfries & Galloway Standard when they want to give information to the public.



	Surgery 


	They hold surgeries in local halls to meet constituents and listen to their problems.  People may be concerned about the proposed closure of a school.



	Some people believe that local councillors should be full time and paid because:

· of the importance of local government services, like the upkeep and repair of council houses.

· councillors find it difficult to balance work with council duties.

· you attract a better selection/variety of people to stand.

Councillors are now paid.  Many people believe that this will increase the professionalism of councillors and will mean that a more talented group of people will be attracted to the role.  This, in turn, will mean a better service.


Political Parties in Scotland/the UK
	Party
	Description
	Scottish Dimension



	Labour


	Labour are the main opposition party to the coalition Government for Britain.  They are led by Ed Miliband.
	They are the second largest party in the Scottish Parliament and are led by Johann Lamont. 



	Conservative
	Conservative are the main party of Government in London.  The Prime Minister is David Cameron.


	In the Scottish Parliament the Conservative Party are led by Ruth Davidson.



	Liberal Democrats


	The Liberal Democrats work with the Conservatives in the coalition Government and are led by Nick Clegg.  He is also the Depute Prime Minister
	In the Scottish Parliament the Liberal Democrats are led by Willie Rennie.

	Scottish National Party
	In the House of Commons they are led by Angus Robertson.  


	SNP now form a majority Government in the Scottish Parliament.  They are led by the First Minister, Alex Salmond. 

	UK Independence Party 

[image: image23.jpg]



	This party are led by Nigel Farage and believe that the UK should leave the European Union
	UKIP have no elected representatives in Scotland, however they do plan to campaign in Scotland in the next European Union Elections

	The Green Party
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	The Green Party promote the environment and are led by Natalie Bennett
	The Scottish Greens have two leaders, Patrick Harvie MSP and Councillor, Martha Wardrop.

	The Scottish Socialist Party (SSP)
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	N/A
	The Scottish Socialists campagin to reduce poverty.  They only have one elected councillor, Jim Bollen.  Before 2007 they did have six elected MSPs.



Pressure Groups

Pressure Groups are organisations who believe in the same thing or cause. They only seek to influence or put pressure on decision makers (the most common of these is the Government.)  They don’t seek to become the Government – they just act as a check!  This means they make sure the Government are doing what they are supposed to.

Why Join A Pressure Group?

· Lots of publicity for your cause.  For example, you can get on TV like Fathers 4 Justice and the Occupy Movement.

· More people means more can be achieved – you’ve got more muscle like Greenpeace who are a large pressure group.

· Share expert knowledge with the Government.  The BMA (British Medical Association) do this.  Through committees they can share this expertise with the Government on issues such as immunisation and obesity.

· Gain personal benefits - by joining a trade union like the EIS (Educational Institute of Scotland).

To be successful a pressure group is better placed if it has more members. This enables it to finance and organise a professional campaign in order to ‘drum-up’ public support more effectively.  Even smaller groups can be successful if their aims are in line with the thoughts of the Government of the day eg. Snowdrop Campaign, this group helped persuade the Government to ban hand guns in Britain.  Many ordinary people are involved in protesting against the austerity cuts made by the current coalition Government.  These people hope that their voices will be heard and the Government will change their economic policies.  

Types of Pressure Groups

There are many different pressure groups, and they all use different methods to get the attention of the Government and other decision makers.  Pressure Groups can be broadly divided into two groups:


1.  Insider Groups – these are groups which don’t do anything to ‘upset’ the Government, they share a ‘cosy’ relationship with them.  The BMA is an insider pressure group.


2.  Outsider Groups – these are groups which don’t have a ‘cosy’ relationship with the Government.  They aim to get as much attention as possible, any way they can.  Some, but not all, of these groups use illegal methods.  Fathers 4 Justice are an example of an outsider pressure group.

How Do Pressure Groups Campaign?

	Method
	Description
	Why is it a good way of influencing the Government?



	Letter Campaign
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	Send letters to the press, local councils, MPs/MSPs, officials asking for support or protesting about action already taken.
	If enough letters are sent representatives may be persuaded to take some action or risk losing votes. 

Eg. Age UK have written letters to the Government about the state pension being too low to meet the basic needs of pensioners.


	Petitions
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	A petition is a collection of signatures from people who feel strongly about a particular issue.  


	Shows how many people support the pressure group, and may persuade representatives to take action or risk losing votes. 

Eg. The Snowdrop campaign was successful in persuading the Government to ban hand guns.  


	Demonstrations

[image: image28.wmf]
	Demonstrations involve        people gathering                        together because they feel strongly about an issue.                                                                                                                    
	This attracts publicity and shows the strength of support for a pressure group.  Large support may persuade representatives to take action.  

Eg. Anti war marches took place on George Square, Glasgow to show opposition to the war in Iraq.  Public sector workers went on strike throughout the country in order to raise awareness about changes to pensions.  


	Involving Media


	Using newspapers, radio and TV to get publicity (attention) and attract more people to the campaign.  It also educates the public about the issues involved. 
	The media usually contact representatives for comments.  They can sometimes force action. The attention given by the  media may lead to increased membership. 

Eg.  Fathers 4 Justice, who campaign for father’s rights, have gained much media attention.  Two members dressed as Batman and Robin and climbed up part of Buckingham Palace in order to draw attention to their group.  The Occupy Movement have also benefitted from media coverage.




Rights and Responsibilities of Pressure Groups

Pressure Groups, like all other organisations, have many rights and responsibilities.  Not all pressure groups use legal methods to get the Government and other decision makers to make a difference.  Some use illegal methods.  This is not being responsible.  However, sometimes people feel so strongly about an issue that they feel they must break the law for the greater good.  They feel it would be irresponsible not to do this.  Do you think any cause is worth breaking the law for?

	Rights


	Responsibilities

	Criticise (comment negatively) on the activities of the Government and other organisations.


	People have the responsibility not to tell lies.  For example, many years ago Greenpeace put out scare stories about the level of toxic waste and pollution which was caused by Shell dumping the Brent Spar (an oil tanker) into the ocean. They used the media to do this.   



	Right to hold meetings.  This simply means that people who have similar beliefs can meet together and 

discuss an issue.


	Meetings should be peaceful, they should be about the sharing of information, not the attack of people who don’t believe in your cause.  During meetings about the war in Iraq there was a great deal of conflict between those who supported the war and those who didn’t.  Many people resorted to law breaking and violence.  

	Right to protest and demonstrate.  This is when people get together to make their voices heard.

	The responsibility here is to obey the law.  Fathers 4 Justice are one group who don’t always do this.  For example, they staged a publicity stunt (to get attention) by dressing as Batman and Robin and attempting to climb up Buckingham Palace.  They gained a lot of media attention and did highlight their cause to the public.  Fathers 4 Justice have now returned to a programme of direct action, feeling that the Conservative/Lib Dem coalition have done little to support them.  Also, the Occupy Movement held protests in London that descended into chaos as people began to riot and loot.  



	Right to use the media.  This means that you can contact the local/national press, appear on TV, or on the radio, etc.


	The responsibility is not to tell lies, and to make sure that your information is as accurate as possible.  For example, if Age UK were to ‘stretch the truth’ about pensioner poverty (being poor), they would be misleading the public and gaining support under false pretences.  Many pressure groups now make use of social media like Facebook and Twitter to mobilise supporters.  


EXAMPLES OF PRESSURE GROUPS
	
	Age UK (formerly Age Concern) help fight for the rights of the elderly.  For example, they have campaigned against elderly people living in poverty because of the state pension being too low and they fight for equality for elderly people.



	
	Fathers 4 Justice campaign for the rights of fathers to gain custody and access to their children.



	
	Greenpeace is an international pressure group who campaign to protect the environment by stopping things like pollution.



	
	The British Medical Association (BMA) protect the interests of Doctors.  The Government usually consult this group for their expert knowledge and advice before passing any law affecting issues relating to health.  For example, the Government consulted with the BMA on the safety of the MMR vaccination.  



	
	The Fire Brigades Union (FBU) protect the interests of fire fighters.  In the past they have campaigned for the wages of fire fighters to be increased.
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	The Animal Liberation Front is an underground, illegal pressure group who use direct action to prevent what they see as cruelty to animals. They attack doctors, and bomb and attack  labs that test on animals.
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	The Countryside Alliance (CA) is a British organisation promoting issues relating to the countryside such as country sports including hunting, shooting and angling.
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	SCIAF are a charity and a pressure group who try to tackle poverty in the developing world. They do so by fundraising and raising awareness, and by using development and emergency aid in poorer nations.
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Cruelty to children must stop. FULL STOP




	NSPCC protects the rights of children to be safe from cruelty and harm in the UK.
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	Amnesty International (commonly known as Amnesty and AI) is a non-governmental organisation focused on human rights with over 3 million members and supporters around the world.
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	The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) is an international non-governmental organization working on issues regarding the conservation, research and restoration of the environment, formerly named the World Wildlife Fund.
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	Shelter is a registered charity that campaigns to end homelessness and bad housing in England and Scotland. It gives advice, information and advocacy to people in need, and tackles the root causes of bad housing.


You should now attempt to answer as many Knowledge and Understanding questions related to this unit as possible. By answering each question as an 8 marker, you will be prepared for any question whether it be for 4, 6 or 8 marks. 

Remember to make your point, explain it in more detail and then give a real, recent and relevant example to strengthen your point. Half the number of allocated marks is the number of separate points you need to make. 

In Australia it is illegal not to vote.  On the ballot form there is the option of ‘none of the above’, but if you do not vote and do not provide a good reason, then you will receive a $20 fine!








Members bills 


are introduced by the Backbench MSPs.








Executive bills are introduced by the Government.








Private bills 


are introduced by a person or a group outside Parliament.  These are very rare.








Committee bills 


are introduced by Parliamentary Committees.








Stage 1


Parliament have a debate over the findings of the report.  Parliament will vote on whether to take the bill forward during Decision Time.





Stage 1


Parliamentary committees take evidence on a proposed bill and produce a report on its findings





If parliament agree the bill moves to stage two.  If Parliament does not agree the bill will fall.





Stage 2


Changes to the bill known as amendments, can be made at this stage.


If there is agreement the bill will move to stage 3.





Stage 2


The bill is considered line by line and is heavily scrutinised by a committee.





Stage 3


The Parliament debates and votes on the bill





The bill becomes an Act of Parliament.





If Parliament agrees the bill is passed and given Royal Assent





Case Study


Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill


Type of Bill: Executive


Proposed by: Kenneth MacAskill MSP; Justice Minster.


Details: The bill creates two new offences- one dealing with offensive behaviour relating to football games and a second on threatening communications.


Offence 1: deals with sectarian and other offensive chanting and behaviour likely to cause public disorder at football matches


Offence 2: deals with serious threats – including murder-made on the internet on sites such as Facebook and Twitter


Passage of bill:  Passed all three stages and received Royal Assent in January 2012





What is a policy? - A plan or course of action from a political party
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Party	No. of Seats





SNP	69


Labour	37


Conservative	15


Liberal Democrats	  5


Others	  3





TOTAL	129 MSPs





Education and learning


In Dumfries and Galloway there are 102 primary schools and 16 secondary schools.  It also makes specialist educational provision such as educational psychologists.





Roads and Transport


Our Council is responsible for maintaining all public roads and car parks in the region. The council has to ensure the steady flow of traffic, it is responsible for ensuring all roads are maintained and must ensure safety.  The council also provides street lighting, road signs, traffic calming measures and coordinates all road works. 





Housing


Affordable rented council housing is available across the area.  The council has to maintain and improve their housing stock and provide tenants with benefit advice.  The housing department, also work to eradicate homelessness.





Environmental services


The council has a responsibility to ensure the area is clean and tidy.  This job involves collecting refuse and recycling, street sweeping and maintaining parks and open spaces.  The council can enforce fines for people caught illegally dumping.  





Planning


The planning department makes decisions about future developments and use of the land.  For example before the building of a new supermarket, there has to be permissions granted from the planning department.  





Leisure services


It is important that every council offers leisure services to the population.  There has to be a variety of services including both leisure and cultural services.  These include gyms, swimming, fitness classes and also libraries and museums.  
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