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Pupils make broad progress in acquiring English as an additional language in different ways and at different rates. Broad stages in this development are identified below as
descriptions to be applied on a ‘best fit' basis. Progression from stage one to stage five can take up to 10 years and individuals are likely to show characteristics of more than
one 'stage" at one time. A judgement is usually needed over which stage best describes an individual's language development, taking into account age, ability and length of time
learning Engiish

Silent period — may particpatein  * Understands more English than  + Shows growing confidence in ‘Competent i use of spoken Fluent communicaor in Engish.
activides but not speak hejshe can use. using English in most social English in many different

Relies on gesture to indicate More interested in stuations. contexts

meaning ‘communication than May choose to use home

Beginning to learn ‘survival’ correctness language but less relant on this

lnguage. Increasing vocabulary. for understanding

Uses home language to "Moving berween two languages

communicate — spoken

and writcen.

Literacy in home language Oral skils exceed fteracy skils Obvious gap between social Able t0 express and develop Able to access al aspects of the:
‘approprite to age/stage and In the early stages of developing  language levels and ablty ideas orally but not always curriculum.
background. literacy in English 0 access and use academic transterred so fluently
May be able to decode English Learms best with concrete, lnguage. into writng
written texts but without contextualised tasks. Beginning to cope with more Able to access information in
‘comprehension abstractlearning ‘complex texts
‘Watches and copies other pupis. May under-perform in formal
tests, exams and written
assessments.

Begnning to put words Phrases becoming more ‘Widening vocabulary but sil Sull developing understanding of  + Confident using higher order
inco phrases grammaically correct gaps, often, bu ok necessarly,  §enre, nuances of ste, register,  language sils
Increasing awareness of tenses  subject specifc voice and purpose,fnking and
but il mited Able t0 use a variety of enses structuring deas.
Saring tosef-correct. and more complex grammar. Witten work st shows
Requiresstructures Can write independenty but grammatical erors suchas
support wriing. requires support for extended preposiions,aries, verb
writing or mre compiex endings and agreements
structures.

Pupil will require considerable Pupil will st need a significant ‘Gan operate independentl but ‘Works well independently but No additonal support required
support in order to access amount of support i order o Fequires support to access the requires support with developing
the curriculum access the curriculum. curriculum flly higher order language skils
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