GUIDE FOR CLASS TEACHERS OF BILINGUAL PUPILS

IS THERE A NEWLY ARRIVED LEARNER OF ENGLISH IN YOUR CLASS?

· Find out as much as you can about your pupil’s first language competence, literacy skills and educational background at enrolment.  Ask the parents/carers for information and reports!  Check for different cultural/religious aspects.  These may effect the child’s readiness to participate in some activities eg sampling foods, PE, swimming, games, dancing etc.

· It is normal for children to have a ‘silent’ period as they adjust to their new language and learning environment.  Don’t expect an immediate reply!
· Some children may be happy to experiment with their new language, even though vocabulary is limited, regardless of correctness.  Others will wait before making attempts until they feel confident enough to speak without mistakes.

· It is important not to discourage or devalue the use of first language in class or at home.  Children from the same language background should be encouraged to speak with each other, especially during the settling-in period.  Children gain security and confidence from hearing and talking in their own language.  Conceptual development is taking place all the time.  If the first language has been and continues to be developed, a child will learn a second language more easily.
· Place the child in a group of good communicators who are friendly and outgoing and provide a good model of English.  Your pupil will benefit cognitively and socially from inclusion in all class/group activities, even if not ready to respond verbally.

· Use contextualised labels, signs and instructions to develop an awareness of the link between spoken and written language.  Instead of a label with ‘door’ on it write the ‘The door leads to the hall.’  Use phrases/sentences rather than single words!  Pointing to the text helps!  Talk in a natural but consistent way to provide a good model of English.  Keep talking!
· Create a language-rich environment to introduce cross-curricular vocabulary.  Provide visual support for meaning.  Stimulate other aspects of language development by providing interesting materials including “big books”, nursery rhymes, action songs, stories, poems, videos and taped books.  Games and activities which rhyme, alliteration and repetition are a useful resource for developing phonological awareness.

NB - Speakers of non-alphabetical languages may find these activities less easy and may need enhanced opportunities for practice.

· Encourage parents/carers to attend meetings about their important role in encouraging their child’s early literacy skills. 

· To promote confidence and personal involvement give parents/carers the opportunity to become familiar with the books and back-up literacy materials which their children will use.  Homework materials should be carefully explained so the parents are clear about how best to use them.

· Give lots of praise and sensitive encouragement - this will help the bilingual learner to make progress across the curriculum.

BEING A LEARNER OF ENGLISH DOES NOT MEAN A LACK OF LANGUAGE OR A LEARNING DIFFICULTY!!
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