Guide for EAL Teachers/Specialist Support teachers in the classroom for pupils who are learners of English

It is important to make the pupil feel valued as an individual and welcome in the classroom context. 

As part of your partnership with the class teacher, check for the following features…

· Can you pronounce pupils’ names correctly?  Do you know what the child’s competence is in speaking/writing the first language?  Are there display materials in the classroom reflecting positive images of other cultures and resources sensitive to culture heritage?


· Are you using a suitable range of teaching and learning strategies to develop literacy and numeracy?  What are the difficulties for speakers of non-alphabetic languages?  How are you promoting acquisition of new vocabulary? 

· Do you highlight the language component of the task?

· Do you take every opportunity to talk with the children, ask questions etc., as part of teaching and learning?  Do you “talk to” activities for the child who is in the initial silent period?

· What visual contextual support materials can be obtained/devised to support high cognitive demand?  Do you and the class teacher select materials with good visual support for meaning which make high cognitive demand of the bilingual learner?  Do they have rhyme, repetition and alliteration 

· Is input delivered co-operatively and flexibly between you and the class teacher to maximise pupil benefit across the whole class?  Is forward planning done with the class teacher?

· Are your expectations high and your inputs focused?  Are you including pupils in all activities?

· Is support input directly linked to 5-14 strands and targets?  Lack of English does not mean lack of ability!
· Have you devised ways to profile individual progress for pupils learning English?  

Do you use the EAL Service 5-14 language progress profile?  What steps do you take to support progression?


· What specific contributions do you make to formal/informal assessment activities, and reporting on attainment and achievement?

BEING A LEARNER OF ENGLISH DOES NOT MEAN A LACK OF LANGUAGE OR A LEARNING DIFFICULTY!!
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